
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO. G205089   

LINDA WILLIAMS, EMPLOYEE                         C L A I M A NT

CITY OF LITTLE ROCK, EMPLOYER                  R E S P O N D ENT

RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES,
INSURANCE CARRIER/TPA                      RESPONDENT

OPINION FILED SEPTEMBER 21, 2018

Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION in Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas.

Claimant appears Pro Se.

Respondents represented by the HONORABLE KAREN H.
MCKINNEY, Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Decision of Administrative Law Judge:  Affirmed and
Adopted as modified.

OPINION AND ORDER

The claimant appeals an administrative law judge’s

opinion filed May 2, 2018.  The administrative law judge

found:

1.  The Commission has jurisdiction of this
case.

2.  The stipulations contained in the
Prehearing Order, in addition to those the
parties affirmed at the hearing, are hereby
accepted as findings of fact.

3.  The claimant’s claim for additional
medical and indemnity benefits is barred by
the applicable statute of limitations pursuant
Ark. Code Ann. §11-9-102(b), and is hereby
denied and dismissed.  

After reviewing the entire record de novo, the Full

Commission finds that the administrative law judge’s
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decision is supported by a preponderance of the

evidence, correctly applies the law, and should be

affirmed.  The Full Commission finds that the applicable

statute regarding the claim is Ark. Code Ann. §11-9-

702(b)(Repl. 2012).  We therefore affirm and adopt the

administrative law judge’s May 2, 2018 opinion,

including all findings and conclusions as modified, as

the decision of the Full Commission on appeal.  

IT IS SO ORDERED.  

SCOTTY DALE DOUTHIT, Chairman

CHRISTOPHER L. PALMER, Commissioner

Commissioner Hood concurs.

CONCURRING OPINION

After my de novo review of the entire record,

I concur with the majority opinion finding that the

claimant’s claim for additional medical and indemnity

benefits is barred by the applicable statute of

limitations pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §11-9-702(b), and

is hereby denied and dismissed.  I write separate from

the majority for the benefit of this pro se claimant to
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clarify the reasoning for the denial and dismissal of

her claim.

The statute of limitations for workers’

compensation claims is set forth in A.C.A. §11-9-702, in

pertinent part, as following:

(a)(1) A claim for compensation for
disability on account of an injury,
other than an occupational disease
and occupational infection, shall be
barred unless filed with the
Workers’ Compensation Commission
within two (2) years from the date
of the compensable injury. ...

(b) In cases in which any
compensation, including disability
or medical, has been paid on account
of injury, a claim for additional
compensation shall be barred unless
filed with the commission within one
(1) year from the date of the last
payment of compensation or two (2)
years from the date of injury,
whichever is greater.

The claimant sustained an admittedly

compensable injury to multiple areas on the right side

of her body on June 12, 2012.  The last payment for

benefits was made on May 16, 2013.  However, the

claimant did not request a hearing until August 14, 2017

and did not file a Form AR-C until December 12, 2017.

  Although it is quite unfortunate that

claimant’s attorney failed to file a Form AR-C, the

burden of filing a claim within the statute of

limitations is on the claimant.  St. Francis Valley
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Lumber Co., 25 Ark. App. 195, 755 S.W.2d 240 (1988). 

Additionally, the illness and subsequent death of the

claimant’s attorney is not a recognized exception to the

statute of limitations set forth in Ark. Code. Ann. §11-

9-702.  Thus the statute of limitations in this matter

ran on June 10, 2014.  Therefore, in accordance with

Ark. Code Ann. §11-9-702, which we are bound to follow,

the Full Commission must deny this claim. 

For the foregoing reasons, I concur with the

majority opinion.

PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner


