
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO. G509687

MICHAEL BLYTHE, EMPLOYEE  CLAIMANT

VAN BUREN HAULING, EMPLOYER   RESPONDENT

INDEMNITY INS. CO. OF NORTH AMERICA/
GALLAGHER BASSETT SERVICES, INC., 
INSURANCE CARRIER/TPA RESPONDENT

ORDER FILED MAY 17, 2017

Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION in Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas.

Claimant appears Pro Se. 

Respondent represented by the HONORABLE MELISSA WOOD,
Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

ORDER

The claimant, pro se, has filed a motion to

introduce additional evidence.  The Full Commission

takes the claimant’s motion under advisement pending our

de novo review of the entire record.  

The parties stipulated that the claimant sustained

a compensable injury to his low back on December 21,

2015.  A pre-hearing order was filed on November 30,

2016.  The claimant contended that he was “entitled to

temporary total disability benefits from March 1, 2016

through a date yet to be determined.”  The respondents

contended, among other things, that “All appropriate
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benefits are being paid with regard to this claim.”  The

parties agreed to litigate the following issue: 

“1.  Temporary total disability benefits from March 1,

2016 through a date yet to be determined.”  

After a hearing, an administrative law judge filed

an opinion on February 21, 2017.  The administrative law

judge found that the claimant failed to prove he was

entitled to temporary total disability benefits.  The

claimant dismissed his attorney after entry of the

administrative law judge’s opinion and filed a pro se

notice of appeal to the Full Commission.  The Full

Commission subsequently denied a motion by the

respondents to dismiss the claimant’s appeal.

The claimant has informed the Clerk of the

Commission and counsel for the respondents that he

wishes to admit into evidence Dr. Goodman’s medical

records.  The claimant states, “I have been and [am]

currently still seeing a pain management doctor for back

injections that was granted by Respondents, as well as

filed to change the doctor provided by the Respondents

since I still currently suffer from the initial work

related injury stemming from 12-2015.”  The respondents

state that the claimant “has requested a change of
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physician but that request cannot be addressed at this

time because of the pending appeal.”  The record before

the Commission does not contain a request for a change

of physician.  Nevertheless, we are unaware of any

statutory provision which prevents the claimant from

requesting his one-time change of physician while an

appeal is pending.

The Full Commission takes under advisement the

claimant’s motion to introduce additional evidence.  We

once again direct the Clerk of the Commission to

establish a final briefing schedule.  The Full

Commission encourages the claimant to closely follow the

directives and deadlines set forth in the final briefing

schedule, so that we may review the entire record de

novo and adjudicate the issue currently before the

Commission, which is the claimant’s entitlement to

temporary total disability benefits.      

IT IS SO ORDERED.  

SCOTTY DALE DOUTHIT, Chairman

PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner

CHRISTOPHER L. PALMER, Commissioner


