
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO. G509687

MICHAEL BLYTHE, EMPLOYEE  CLAIMANT

VAN BUREN HAULING, EMPLOYER   RESPONDENT

INDEMNITY INS. CO. OF NORTH AMERICA/
GALLAGHER BASSETT SERVICES, INC., 
INSURANCE CARRIER/TPA RESPONDENT

ORDER FILED APRIL 21, 2017

Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION in Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas.

Claimant appears Pro Se. 

Respondent represented by the HONORABLE MELISSA WOOD,
Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

ORDER

The respondents in the above-styled matter move to

dismiss the claimant’s appeal.  The Full Commission

denies the respondents’ motion.  

The parties stipulated that the claimant sustained

a compensable injury on December 21, 2015.  A pre-

hearing order was filed on November 30, 2016.  The

claimant contended that he was entitled to temporary

total disability benefits beginning March 1, 2016.  The

respondents contended that the claimant was not entitled

to temporary total disability benefits.  

After a hearing, an administrative law judge filed
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an opinion on February 21, 2017.  The administrative law

judge found that the claimant did not prove he was

entitled to temporary total disability benefits.  The

administrative law judge sent his opinion, via certified

mail on February 21, 2017, to the claimant, the

claimant’s attorney, and counsel for the respondents. 

The respondents’ Exhibit A indicates that the

administrative law judge’s opinion was delivered to the

claimant’s attorney on February 23, 2017.  However, the

record before the Commission contains no proof

demonstrating when the claimant received a copy of the

administrative law judge’s opinion.  

On March 7, 2017, the claimant informed an employee

of the Commission that he wished to terminate his

attorney from further representation.  Although the

claimant’s attorney did not file a motion to withdraw in

accordance with AWCC Advisory 2003-2, the Clerk of the

Commission informed the claimant on March 8, 2017 that

the claimant’s attorney “will no longer represent you in

the above-referenced matter.”  The claimant informed the

Commission on March 29, 2017 that he wished to appeal

the administrative law judge’s February 21, 2017

opinion.  The Clerk of the Commission corresponded with
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the parties on March 31, 2017 and set forth a briefing

schedule.    

Due to the unusual and extenuating circumstances of

the claim, the Full Commission denies the respondents’

motion to dismiss the claimant’s appeal.  We direct the

Clerk of the Commission to establish a final briefing

schedule.  Whether or not the claimant is able to timely

hire a new attorney, the Full Commission assures both

parties that we will review the entire record based on

the evidence submitted before the administrative law

judge and in accordance with applicable law.

IT IS SO ORDERED.  

SCOTTY DALE DOUTHIT, Chairman

PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner

CHRISTOPHER L. PALMER, Commissioner


