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Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION in Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas.

Claimant appeared pro se.

Respondents represented by the HONORABLE J. B. SMILEY,
JR., Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Decision of Administrative Law Judge:  Affirmed and
Adopted.

OPINION AND ORDER

Claimant appeals an opinion and order of the

Administrative Law Judge filed October 20, 2015.  In

said order, the Administrative Law Judge made the

following findings of fact and conclusions of law:

1. The Arkansas Workers’ Compensation
Commission has jurisdiction of the within
claim.

2. The employee-employer-carrier
relationship existed at all relevant
times, including January 27, 2012.

3. The aforementioned stipulations have been
accepted as fact.

4. The claimant failed to prove that she
sustained compensable mental injuries of
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anxiety, headaches, and severe
depression, while working for the
respondent-employer.

We have carefully conducted a de novo review of the

entire record herein and it is our opinion that the

Administrative Law Judge's decision is supported by a

preponderance of the credible evidence, correctly

applies the law, and should be affirmed.  Specifically,

we find from a preponderance of the evidence that the

findings of fact made by the Administrative Law Judge

are correct and they are, therefore, adopted by the Full

Commission. 

Therefore we affirm and adopt the October 20, 2015

decision of the Administrative Law Judge, including all

findings and conclusions therein, as the decision of the

Full Commission on appeal. 

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                               
SCOTTY DALE DOUTHIT, Chairman

                               
KAREN H. McKINNEY, Commissioner

Commissioner Hood concurs.

CONCURRING OPINION

After my de novo review of the entire record,

I am constrained to concur with the majority opinion.
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The claimant has certainly established that she

developed anxiety disorder, severe depression, and

paranoid ideation as a result of her work environment.

However, the law does not provide a way for the Arkansas

Workers’ Compensation Commission to award medical or

indemnity benefits for the claimant’s injuries.

The Arkansas legislature enacted the Arkansas

Workers’ Compensation Act, and the Commission is bound

by that Act. The Act specifically requires that a mental

injury is compensable for purposes of workers’

compensation only if caused by a physical injury or a

violent crime. No matter how compelling the facts of a

claim are, the Commission cannot award benefits for a

mental injury in the absence of a physical injury or

violent crime. The Commission has no power or authority

to change or ignore the laws enacted by the Arkansas

legislature. Only the legislature can change the law.

For the foregoing reasons, I am compelled to

concur with the majority opinion.

                               
PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner


