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Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION in Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas.

Claimant appeared Pro Se.

Respondents represented by the HONORABLE MELISSA WOOD,
Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Decision of Administrative Law Judge:  Affirmed and
Adopted.

OPINION AND ORDER

Claimant appeals an opinion and order of the

Administrative Law Judge filed November 7, 2014.  In

said order, the Administrative Law Judge made the

following findings of fact and conclusions of law:

1. The Arkansas Workers’ Compensation Commission
has jurisdiction of this claim.

2. The employer/employee/carrier relationship
existed on or about August 16, 2011, when the
claimant sustained a compensable low back
injury.

3. Based on an average weekly wage of $397.86,
the claimant would be entitled to compensation
rates of $265.00 for temporary total
disability benefits and $199.00 for permanent
partial disability benefits.
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4. There was a change of physician to Dr. P.B.
Simpson authorized by Order dated January 18,
2012.

5. The claimant has proven by a preponderance of
the evidence that he suffered a compensable
low back injury on August 16, 2011.

6. The claimant has proven by a preponderance of
the evidence that he gave notice of his work
injury in August of 2011.

7. The claimant has failed to prove by a
preponderance of the evidence that he is
entitled to ongoing medical treatment for his
compensable back injury.

8. The claimant has failed to prove that the
medical treatment provided to the claimant
after Dr. P.B. Simpson in connection with his
low back injury was reasonable, necessary, and
related to the compensable work injury.

9. The claimant has failed to prove by a
preponderance of the evidence that he is
entitled to temporary total disability
benefits.

10. Respondents have controverted this claim in
its entirety.

11. All other issues are reserved.

We have carefully conducted a de novo review of the

entire record herein and it is our opinion that the

Administrative Law Judge's decision is supported by a

preponderance of the credible evidence, correctly

applies the law, and should be affirmed.  Specifically,

we find from a preponderance of the evidence that the

findings of fact made by the Administrative Law Judge
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are correct and they are, therefore, adopted by the Full

Commission. 

Therefore we affirm and adopt the November 7, 2014

decision of the Administrative Law Judge, including all

findings and conclusions therein, as the decision of the

Full Commission on appeal. 

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                               
SCOTTY DALE DOUTHIT, Chairman

                               
KAREN H. McKINNEY, Commissioner

Commissioner Hood dissents.

DISSENTING OPINION

After my de novo review of the entire record,

I must  dissent from the majority opinion. I would award

the claimant additional medical benefits for his

compensable injury.

The claimant had an admittedly compensable

injury, when a tool fell on his back. He has objective

findings in the form of a contusion and an annular tear

at L5-S1, which Dr. Bruffett stated was symptomatic. Dr.

Bruffett did not recommend surgery, but he did recommend

pain management by or on referral by Dr. Allman. This

recommendation came after Dr. Bruffett’s communication
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with Dr. Krishnan concerning the claimant’s use of

marijuana, meaning that, even with the knowledge that

the claimant had resorted to marijuana to manage his

otherwise intractable pain in the past, he still felt

that pain management was an appropriate course of

treatment for the claimant. I would award the claimant

the additional medical treatment recommended by Dr.

Bruffett.

For the foregoing reasons, I must respectfully

dissent from the majority opinion.

                               
PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner


