
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO. G301461

CATHERINE KUAKAHELA, EMPLOYEE CLAIMANT

ROSE AIRCRAFT SERVICES, INC., 
EMPLOYER     RESPONDENT No. 1

AIG CLAIMS, INC.,
CARRIER     RESPONDENT NO. 1

ORDER FILED JULY 13, 2015

Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION, Little Rock, Pulaski
County, Arkansas.

Claimant represented by the HONORABLE MICHAEL ELLIG,
Attorney at Law, Fort Smith, Arkansas.

Respondents represented by the HONORABLE JARROD PARRISH,
Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

ORDER

This matter is currently before the Commission on

remand from the Arkansas Court of Appeals.  The Court of

Appeals delivered an Opinion on May 27, 2015, reversing the

November 14, 2014, Opinion of the Full Commission finding

that the claimant failed to prove that she is entitled to

psychiatric treatment pursuant to her compensable head

injury because she failed to present evidence that she had

been diagnosed with a psychological injury by a licensed

psychiatrist or psychologist pursuant to the provisions of

Ark. Code Ann. §11-9-113 (Repl. 2012).  Based upon the
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Court’s reversal of the Full Commission Opinion, the Court

remanded this claim to the Full Commission for a

determination of compensability regarding the claimant’s

request for psychiatric treatment pursuant to her

psychological injury.  More specifically, the Court found

that there was sufficient evidence in the record that the

claimant had been diagnosed with a psychological injury by a

mental health professional, namely post traumatic stress

syndrome or PTSD, as required by the statute to support a

finding of a psychological injury.  The Court’s decision was

based upon the fact that, while a licensed counselor had

issued a diagnosis (PTSD) and created a treatment plan for

the claimant, this diagnosis and treatment plan had been

reviewed and approved by both a licensed psychiatrist and a

licensed psychologist.  Therefore, the provisions of Ark.

Code Ann. §11-9-113 requiring that a claimant prove that a

licenced psychiatrist or psychologist diagnosed her with a

psychological injury caused by her compensable injury had

been satisfied.       

After consideration of Court’s mandate, our

authority to make findings pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §11-9-

705, and all other matters properly before the Commission,
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we find that the claimant has proven that she sustained a

compensable psychology injury in the form of post traumatic

stress syndrome as a result of her compensable head injury. 

Accordingly, we award the claimant reasonably necessary

medical treatment for this psychological injury.

IT IS SO ORDERED.   

                                  
S. DALE DOUTHIT, Chairman

                                   
KAREN H. McKINNEY, Commissioner

                                   
PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner


