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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION
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BILLY A. TAYLOR, EMPLOYEE  CLAIMANT

FIBER SOLUTIONS, INC., EMPLOYER RESPONDENT

STONETRUST COMMERCIAL INSURANCE  COMPANY,
CARRIER/TPA RESPONDENT

OPINION FILED May 10, 2013

Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION, Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas.

Claimant appeared Pro Se.

Respondents represented by the HONORABLE MICHAEL E.
RYBURN, Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Decision of Administrative Law Judge:  Affirmed and
Adopted.

OPINION AND ORDER

Claimant appeals from a decision of the

Administrative Law Judge filed January 22, 2013.

The Administrative Law Judge entered the

following findings of fact and conclusions of law: 

1. The Arkansas Workers’
Compensation Commission has
jurisdiction of this claim.

2. The employer/employee/carrier
relationship existed on or about June 
4, 2011, when the claimant sustained a
compensable injury.

3. The claimant earned $12.00 per hour.

4. This case has been the subject of a prior
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hearing and Opinions filed on December
28, 2011, by this Administrative Law
Judge and on March 12, 2012, by the Full
Commission. The issue of claimant’s
entitlement to temporary total disability
benefits and right to reasonable and
necessary medical treatment was fully
adjudicated as of the date of prior
hearing and is thus res judicata.

5. The claimant has failed to prove by a
preponderance of the evidence that he is
entitled to additional medical benefits
associated with his compensable injuries.

6. The claimant has failed to prove by a 
preponderance of the evidence that he is
entitled to additional temporary total
disability benefits.

7. The respondents’ request for costs is
denied.

We have carefully conducted a de novo review

of the entire record herein and it is our opinion that

the Administrative Law Judge's decision is supported by

a preponderance of the credible evidence, correctly

applies the law, and should be affirmed. Specifically,

we find from a preponderance of the evidence that the

findings of fact made by the Administrative Law Judge

are correct and they are, therefore, adopted by the Full

Commission.

Thus, we affirm and adopt the decision of the

Administrative Law Judge, including all findings and

conclusions therein, as the decision of the Full
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Commission on appeal.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                                   
A. WATSON BELL, Chairman

                                   
KAREN H. McKINNEY, Commissioner

Commissioner Hood concurs, in part, and dissents, in
part.

CONCURRING AND DISSENTING OPINION

After my de novo review of the entire record,

I concur, in part, but must respectfully dissent, in

part, from the majority opinion. 

I agree that the issues of temporary total

disability benefits and the claimant’s right to

reasonable and necessary medical treatment were fully

adjudicated as of the date of the prior hearing and are

res judicata.  I also agree with the finding that the

respondents’ were not entitled to costs, because the

claimant raised new issues.  

In regard to the claimant’s need for

additional medical care, I note that the claimant was

diagnosed with “late effect of fracture” of his left
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ankle and prescribed pain medication.  The claimant

continued to have swelling and pain, for which he was

prescribed pain medication by Dr. McPherson.  Dr.

McPherson also stated that he was temporarily disabled

due to the deconditioning of his left ankle.  Given the

current swelling the claimant is experiencing, I find

that he has re-entered his healing period as of August

30, 2012, when Dr. Wilson observed swelling, and that he

is entitled to temporary total disability benefits from

that date to a date yet to be determined.

I would award reasonable and necessary

additional treatment to address the claimant’s ankle

swelling, pain, and de-conditioning, and I would award

temporary total disability benefits from August 30, 2012

to a date yet to be determined.

For the foregoing reasons, I concur, in part

with, but must respectfully dissent, in part, from the

majority opinion.

                                   
PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner


