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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO. G108288   

BARBARA A. MURPHY,
EMPLOYEE                               CLAIMANT

TRI THERAPY, INC.,
EMPLOYER                               RESPONDENT

FIRSTCOMP INSURANCE COMPANY,
INSURANCE CARRIER                      RESPONDENT

OPINION FILED DECEMBER 20, 2013

Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION in Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas.

Claimant represented by the HONORABLE KRISTOPHER
RAMSFIELD, Attorney at Law, (McKinnon Law Firm),
Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Respondents represented by the HONORABLE MELISSA WOOD,
Attorney at Law, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Decision of Administrative Law Judge:  Affirmed and
Adopted.

OPINION AND ORDER

Claimant appeals an opinion and order of the

Administrative Law Judge filed August 27, 2013.  In said

order, the Administrative Law Judge made the following

findings of fact and conclusions of law:

1. The Arkansas Workers’ Compensation Commission
has jurisdiction of the within claim.

2. The employee-employer-insurance carrier
relationship existed at all relevant times,
including September 20, 2011.

3. The above-mentioned stipulations are hereby
accepted.
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4. The claimant failed to prove by a
preponderance of the credible evidence her
entitlement to additional medical treatment
for her compensable hip injury of September
20, 2011. 

We have carefully conducted a de novo review of the

entire record herein and it is our opinion that the

Administrative Law Judge's decision is supported by a

preponderance of the credible evidence, correctly

applies the law, and should be affirmed.  Specifically,

we find from a preponderance of the evidence that the

findings of fact made by the Administrative Law Judge

are correct and they are, therefore, adopted by the Full

Commission. 

Therefore we affirm and adopt the August 27, 2013

decision of the Administrative Law Judge, including all

findings and conclusions therein, as the decision of the

Full Commission on appeal. 

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                               
A. WATSON BELL, Chairman

                               
KAREN H. McKINNEY, Commissioner

Commissioner Hood dissents.
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DISSENTING OPINION

          After my de novo review of the entire record,

I must respectfully dissent from the majority opinion. 

The claimant sought additional medical treatment for her

compensable hip injury on September 20, 2011, in the

form of Toradol injections and a second round of

physical therapy.

          The claimant injured her right leg, hip, and

chest on September 20, 2011.  Under Arkansas workers’

compensation law, employers must promptly provide

medical services which are reasonably necessary for

treatment of compensable injuries. Ark Code Ann. Sec.

11-9-508(a)(Supp. 2005).  Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. v.

Brown, 82 Ark. App. 600, 120 S.W.3d 153 (2003). 

          The claimant’s treating physician, Dr. Hudson,

performed at least one Toradol injection in March 2012,

and he recommended another in May 2012.  In June 2012,

Dr. Nallu, on referral from Dr. Hudson, recommended an

injection with lidocaine.  When the claimant sought

treatment in 2013, she was provided Toradol injections. 

The only treatment recommended for her injury was

injections with a pain reliever and physical therapy. 

Dr. Hudson and Dr. Nallu both recommended these

treatments.  Reasonable and necessary medical services
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may include those necessary to reduce or alleviate

symptoms resulting from the compensable injury.  Jordan

v. Tyson Foods, Inc., 51 Ark. App. 100, 911 S.W.2d 593

(1995).

          While the claimant did not experience complete

relief from her pain from either the injections or the

physical therapy, she did experience a reduction in her

pain.  Treatment intended to reduce, or enable a

claimant to cope with, chronic pain attributable to a

compensable injury may constitute reasonably necessary

medical treatment within the meaning of Ark. Code Ann.

Sec. 11-9-508.  Billy Chronister v. Lavaca Vault, Full

Commission Opinion filed June 20, 1991 (D704562).  

          I would award the claimant Toradol injections

and physical therapy to continue to manage the pain from

her compensable injury.

          For the foregoing reasons, I must respectfully

dissent from the majority opinion.

______________________________
PHILIP A. HOOD, Commissioner


