
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO. F006321

BARBARA PATCHELL, EMPLOYEE CLAIMANT

WAL-MART STORES, INC., EMPLOYER                RESPONDENT

CLAIMS MANAGEMENT, INC., TPA RESPONDENT

ORDER FILED JULY 7, 2004

Upon review before the FULL COMMISSION, Little Rock, Pulaski
County, Arkansas.

Claimant represented by HONORABLE BRENT STERLING, Attorney
at Law, Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Respondent represented by HONORABLE TOD C. BASSETT, Attorney
at Law, Fayetteville, Arkansas.

ORDER

This matter is currently before the Full Workers’

Compensation Commission on remand from the Arkansas Court of

Appeals. In an Opinion delivered May 19, 2004, the Arkansas

Court of Appeals reversed the decision of the Full

Commission and remanded this case to the Commission for an

award of additional medical benefits. The Court of Appeals

specifically found that the claimant proved by a

preponderance of the evidence that the claimant suffers from

chronic pain related to her compensable injury and that

there is no proof the claimant’s condition does not warrant

further treatment.

In an opinion dated May 30, 2002, an

Administrative Law Judge found that the claimant proved by a
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preponderance of the evidence entitlement to additional

medical treatment as recommended by her treating physician.

In an opinion filed June 6, 2003, the Full Commission found

that the claimant failed to met her burden of proof and

reversed the Administrative Law Judge’s decision. The

claimant appealed the Full Commission’s decision to the

Arkansas Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals found:

... We hold that the Commission’s
findings are not supported by
substantial evidence, because fair-
minded persons could not have reached
the same conclusions if presented with
the same facts. Thus, we reverse and
remand appellant’s claim to the
Commission and direct that it award
additional medical benefits consistent
with this opinion.

In accordance with the mandate from the Court of

Appeals, we find that the claimant has proven by a

preponderance of the evidence that she is entitled to

additional medical treatment for her compensable chronic

pain condition as recommended by her treating physician,

Dr. Dickerson. Accordingly, respondents are directed to

comply with the award set forth in the opinion of the

Administrative Law Judge filed May 30, 2002.

For prevailing on this appeal before the Full

Commission, the claimant’s attorney is hereby awarded an
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additional attorney’s fee in the amount of $250.00 in

accordance with A.C.A. § 11-9-715.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                             _______________________________
                             OLAN W. REEVES, Chairman

    _______________________________
                   SHELBY W. TURNER, Commissioner

    _______________________________
    KAREN H. McKINNEY, Commissioner 

                  


