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STATEMENT OF THE CASE

    On October 23, 2012, the above captioned claim came before the

Workers’ Compensation Commission in Fort Smith, Arkansas for a

hearing on the respondent’s Motion to Compel.  The respondent’s, in

their motion state that an AR-C was filed on February 14, 2012.

Thereafter, the claimant’s deposition was taken on June 27, 2012.

Based on information obtained in the claimant’s deposition, the

respondent’s provided the claimant’s attorney with a authorization

for release of social security information on June 27, 2012 via

email.  The respondents sent subsequent emails to obtain the

authorization on August 2, 2012 and on August 16, 2012.  On August

22, 2012 the claimant’s attorney sent the claimant another copy of

the release along with a pre addressed stamped envelope.  On

September 6, 2012 the respondents requested an update on the status

of the form.  The claimant, at the date of the hearing, had not



responded with a completed form despite numerous attempts to obtain

such(Commission’s Exhibit No. 1).  The full hearing on the case was

continued from October 23, 2012, based on the claimant’s failure to

respond(Commission’s Exhibit No. 1).  

I opened the Commission’s hearing on October 23, 2012.  After

reading the contents of the respondent’s motion into the record, I

advised the parties that the Commission had sent the claimant

notice of the hearing via certified mail and as of the date of the

hearing had not had a response(Record 10/23/12 p. 3).  At that

point, the claimant’s counsel advised that he had previously had no

problem contacting the claimant.  He added that once the claimant

gave his deposition, he left the office and had not been heard from

since.  The respondent’s counsel advised that he had asked for a

social security authorization form after the deposition(Record

10/23/12 p. 3).  The claimant’s attorney advised that he had sent

the claimant the release numerous times with no response(Claimant’s

Exhibit No. 1).  Additionally, he advised that he had tried to

reach the claimant unsuccessfully(Record 10/23/12 p. 5).  The

Commission acknowledge that it was clear that the claimant’s

attorney had done all he could to contact the claimant.  The

respondent acknowledged that the claimant’s attorney had made every

attempt to contact the claimant(Record 10/23/12 p. 6).  The

respondent’s attorney restated their wish that the motion be

granted(Record 10/23 12 p. 6).  The claimant’s attorney requested

that the Commission wait until 3:00 PM on October 23, 2012 before

granting the motion.  The request was made to see if the claimant



would show up for the original hearing even though he had been

advised that the hearing had been removed from the docket.  The

Commission was in session until 5:45 on October 23, 2012,  The

claimant did not appear during the afternoon.  

At the close of the hearing, I advised the parties that I

would be granting the motion if the claimant did not show up in the

Commission’s offices at 3:00 PM on October 23, 2012(Record 10/23/12

p. 11).  The claimant did not appear at 3:00 PM on October 23,

2012.  He had not, prior to the hearing, provided the respondent

with the requested authorization form for discovery purposes. Based

on the information provided to me by the parties and the claimant’s

failure to respond, the Commission will grant the respondent’s

Motion to Compel.

DISCUSSION

From a review of the record as a whole, including all

documents associated with this claim, the respondent’s Motion to

Compel and other matters properly before the Commission and having

had the opportunity to review the respondent’s motion and all

statements by the respondent’s attorney and the claimant’s

attorney, I find that the respondent’s Motion to Compel should be

granted.

ORDER

   Pursuant to the above statement of the case, the respondent’s

Motion to Compel is granted.  The claimant is ordered to supply



the respondent with the requested social security authorization

form within 14 days of this order.

    IT IS SO ORDERED.

                            
AMY GRIMES
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE


