
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM F608837

KENNETH S. SOLANO,
EMPLOYEE    CLAIMANT

WAL MART ASSOCIATES, INC.,
SELF-INSURED EMPLOYER         RESPONDENT

CLAIMS MANAGEMENT, INC.,
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATOR          RESPONDENT

OPINION FILED JUNE 12, 2007,

Pursuant to a hearing conducted March 22, 2007, before Administrative Law Judge Richard B.
Calaway in Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas, with

Mr. Dale W. Brown, Attorney at Law, Fayetteville, Arkansas, appearing for the respondents and

Mr. Kenneth S. Solano, Hot Springs, Arkansas, pro se, failing to appear.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

This was a hearing to consider the Motion to Dismiss filed on behalf of the respondents.

A review of the file shows that the claimant filed a Form AR-C dated August 3, 2006, and

received by the Commission August 14.  He alleged that he suffered an injury on July 12, 2006,

when he began to feel pain that became worse over time after he had pulled on dog food pallets.

On August 15, 2006, the Director of Operations and Compliance wrote to the claimant that

the AR-C claim, which the claimant had filed, had been filed on behalf of Kenneth S. Solano and

advised him how to respond on behalf of the respondents.

The file shows that on August 28, 2006, the Commission received a First Report of Injury

or Illness Form stating that the claimant had reported an injury described as a groin strain which

occurred July 12, 2006, first resulting in disability on August 15, 2006.  On August 28, the

Commission also received a Form AR-2 on behalf of the respondents stating that the claim had been
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controverted because it did not meet the hernia criteria as defined by law.  The file also shows that

on August 29, 2006, the Director of Operations and Compliance wrote the claimant to advise that

his claim was being denied and to suggest several options, including a formal hearing before an

administrative law judge.  Also, on August 29, the Commission received a letter from counsel for

the respondents advising of their representation.

The file was relatively inactive after that time, although there was a letter suggesting that

Mr. M. Keith Wren, Attorney at Law, was representing the claimant.  According to Mr. Wren and

the Clerk’s Office, this letter was sent in error and Mr. Wren does not represent the claimant.

On February 20, 2007, the Commission received a Motion to Dismiss dated February 14 and

filed on behalf of the respondents.  On February 22, 2007, Notice of Hearing, scheduled for

March 22, 2007, was sent to counsel for the respondents and to the claimant by certified and regular

mail at his last known address.  The claimant failed to respond to the Motion and failed to appear

at the hearing.  At the hearing, counsel stated that he had written the claimant advising of the hearing

date and offering to provide an interpreter, if needed, but has received no response by mail or by

telephone, but has since learned that the claimant is not in need of an interpreter.

Accordingly, it appears that this claim has been abandoned and that the Motion should be,

and it is hereby, granted and this claim is dismissed without prejudice.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                                                            
    RICHARD B. CALAWAY
    Administrative Law Judge


