
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO. F506488

JERRI HILL, EMPLOYEE CLAIMANT

ARKANSAS STATE HOSPITAL, EMPLOYER RESPONDENT

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE CLAIMS DIVISION, CARRIER RESPONDENT

OPINION AND ORDER OF DISMISSAL WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
FILED FEBRUARY 16, 2006

On the 15th day of February, 2006,  the above-styled case was scheduled for a

contested hearing on compensability and associated benefits, if applicable, of an alleged

injury to claimant’s right wrist while performing employment services for Respondents.

The Respondents appeared by and through their attorney, Richard S. Smith.

Although duly notified, the Claimant, who is pro se, did not appear.  At the hearing, the

Respondents moved for dism issal of the case due to the nonappearance of Claimant.

Based on the evidence, I find that:

1. The Arkansas Workers’ Compensation Commission has jurisdiction
of this claim.

2. A prehearing telephone conference was held in this case on January
5, 2006.  At the prehearing conference, this case was set by
agreement of the parties on February 15, 2006 at 10:30 a.m.

3. The Prehearing Order entered on January 5, 2006 setting this case for
hearing on February 15, 2006 was mailed by certified mail to the
claimant.  (Commission Exhibit 1).

4. The certified return receipt evidencing delivery to the claimant was
signed on January 7, 2006 by Jerri L. Hill.  (Commission Exhibit 2).

5. Claimant failed to appear for the hearing despite actual notice of the
time, date, and place thereof.
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Rule 99.13 of the Rules of the Arkansas Workers’ Compensation Commission

provides, in pertinent part:

In the event neither party appears at the initial hearing, the case may be
dismissed by the Commission or Administrative Law Judge, and such
dismissal order will become final unless an appeal is timely taken therefrom
or a proper motion to reopen is filed with the Commission within thirty (30)
days from receipt of the order.

Therefore, I find that Respondents’ Motion to Dismiss should be, and hereby is,

granted without prejudice to refiling within the appropriate statute of limitations time period.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                                                            

BARBARA WEBB
Administrative Law Judge


