
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION

CLAIM NO.  F210040

RONNIE L. WOODS, EMPLOYEE CLAIMANT

CITY OF CORNING, EMPLOYER RESPONDENT

ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE - WCT,
INSURANCE CARRIER/TPA RESPONDENT

OPINION FILED JULY 1, 2004

Hearing before Chief Administrat ive Law  Judge David Greenbaum on May 14,
2004, at Jonesboro, Craighead County, Arkansas.

Claimant appeared, pro se.

Respondents represented by Mr. J. Chris Bradley, Attorney-at-Law, North Lit t le
Rock, Arkansas.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

A hearing w as conducted May 14, 2004, to determine w hether the

claimant  w as entit led to addit ional w orkers’  compensation benefits.

A prehearing conference was conducted in this claim on April 21, 2004,

and a Prehearing Order w as f iled on said date.  At the hearing, the part ies

announced that the stipulat ions, issues, as w ell as their respect ive contentions

w ere properly set out in the Prehearing Order.  A copy of the Prehearing Order

w as introduced as “ Commission’s Exhibit  1"  and made a part of the record

w ithout objection.

It  w as stipulated that the employment  relat ionship existed at  all relevant

t imes, including August 1, 2002; that the claimant sustained a compensable injury
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to his right knee on said date; that he earned sufficient wages to entitle him to a

compensation rate of $209.00 per week for temporary total disability; and that the

respondents had controverted benefits beyond those previously paid.

By agreement of the part ies, the  issues presented for determination

included:

1) Whether the claimant was entitled to additional temporary total disability.

2) Whether the respondents are responsible for the additional, disputed
medical treatment beyond the bills previously paid.

Claimant contended, in summary, that his need for medical treatment and

disability after August 1, 2002, was related to the admitted injury to his right knee,

which the claimant maintained was improperly diagnosed as a back injury; that

respondents should be held responsible for all medical treatment related to the

August 1, 2002, incident, together with continued, reasonably necessary medical

treatment; that he was entitled to temporary total disability for the periods

beginning August 2, 2002, and continuing through August 12, 2002, and, again,

for the period beginning September 16, 2002, through October 16, 2002.

The respondents contended  that it had paid all appropriate indemnity and

medical benefits for the claimant’s knee injury and that the unpaid medical related

to the claimant’s pre-existing back injury.  Respondents further maintained that the

claimant could not show a causal connection between his disability and the right

knee injury.

In addit ion to the claimant , his immediate supervisor, Gene Miller, w as
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called as corroborat ing w itness.   The record is composed solely of the

transcript  of the May 14, 2004, hearing containing numerous medical exhibits.

From a review of the record as a whole, to include medical reports,

documents and other matters properly before the Commission, and having had

an opportunity to hear the testimony of the witnesses and to observe their

demeanor, the following findings of fact and conclusions of law are made in

accordance with Ark. Code Ann. §11-9-704:

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Arkansas Workers’ Compensation Commission has jurisdiction over

this claim.

2. The st ipulat ions agreed to by the parties are hereby accepted as fact.

3. The claimant has proven, by a preponderance of  the credible evidence,

that  he sustained a compensable injury to his right knee, as w ell as an

injury to his low  back, specif ically, a temporary aggravation of a pre-

exist ing condit ion as the result of a specif ic incident identif iable in t ime

and place of occurrence on August 1, 2002, w hich resulted in a need for

medical treatment and disability.

4. The claimant is entit led to temporary total disability for the period

beginning August 2, 2002, and continuing through August 12, 2002,

and, again, for the period beginning September 16, 2002, through

October 16, 2002.
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5. The claimant  has proven, by a preponderance of  the evidence, that

respondents are responsible for all outstanding medical and related

treatment, including, but not limited to diagnostic test ing and treatment

related to both the temporary aggravation of the pre-exist ing back injury,

as w ell as the right knee injury, and respondents remain responsible for

cont inued, reasonably necessary medical treatment related to the

admit ted, right  knee injury.

6. Respondents are entit led to a setof f  in an amount equal to, dollar-for-

dollar, the amount of  medical benefits the claimant has previously

received in medical services which w ere paid under the respondents’

group health care insurance plan pursuant to A.C.A. §11-9-411(Repl.

2002).

DISCUSSION

The facts in this case are basically undisputed.  The claimant , Ronnie

Woods, is fifty-tw o (52) years old.  He has a tenth grade education.  The

claimant has been an employee of the City of  Corning for tw enty-one (21)

years.  He w as employed by the city on the date of the within hearing.

Respondents acknow ledge that  the claimant sustained a compensable injury to

his right knee on August 1, 2002.  The injury w as immediately reported to the

claimant’s supervisor, Gene Miller.  The employer exercised good faith in

meeting it s obligat ions under our w orkers’  compensation laws by providing the
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claimant w ith prompt  medical treatment.  The employer did not direct the

claimant to see a specif ic physician, but, rather allow ed the claimant  to seek

treatment from his primary care physician, Dr. Roland Hollis at  the Hollis Family

Medical Clinic in Paragould, Arkansas.  Dr. Hollis performed various diagnostic

studies and referred the claimant  to Dr. Rebecca Barrett-Tuck, a neurosurgeon

in Jonesboro, Arkansas, w ho had treated the claimant for a prior lumbar injury.

The record ref lects that  the claimant  voiced complaints involving his right low er

extremity and right hip, and that, init ially,  the claimant w as treated for a back

injury rather than a knee injury.  How ever, after Dr. Tuck ruled out any

significant, additional injury to the claimant ’s low  back, she referred the

claimant to Dr. Brian Dickson, an orthopedic surgeon, for the knee injury.  The

claimant  eventually underw ent  surgical repair of the right  knee.

Rather than conduct a further analysis of  the record in this cause, suff ice

it  to say that , at the conclusion of  the hearing, I shared my preliminary

inclinat ions w ith both parties, advising that, based upon the credible test imony

of the claimant  and his immediate supervisor, it  w as my opinion that the

respondents w ere responsible for all diagnostic test ing in order to determine the

true nature and extent of claimant’s injury w hich w as ult imately determined to

be primarily a knee injury rather than a back injury.  After sharing these

inclinat ions w ith both part ies, the parties w ere encourage to explore amicable

resolut ion of their disputes by agreed order, if  at all possible.  Subsequent to
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the hearing, respondents’  attorney, the Honorable J. Chris Bradley, advised that

respondents did not intend to challenge the bench ruling and that they w ere

attempting to get the claimant’s outstanding medicals paid.  However, in view

of claimant’s cont inued employment, together w ith the facts that the claimant

w as acting pro se.   Mr. Bradley felt  an agreed order might be diff icult  to

achieve.  It must be pointed out that respondents do not dispute the period of

addit ional temporary total disability claimed.  Further, because the claimant’s

primary injury w as a scheduled injury, he is entit led to temporary total disability

w ithin his healing period and during the t imes that he w as unemployed.  (Tr.20)

See,  also,  Farmers’   Cooperative  vs.  Biles,  77 Ark. App. 1,       S.W.3d   

   (2002).

AWARD

The respondent, Arkansas Municipal League - Worders’  Compensation

Trust, is hereby directed and ordered to pay temporary total disability benefits

at the rate of $209.00 per week, beginning August 2, 2002, through August

12, 2002, and, again, beginning September 16, 2002, through October 16,

2002.

All benefits having accrued, respondents are to pay same in lump sum

and without discount.

Respondents are further directed and ordered to pay outstanding medical

and related treatment, and remain responsible for continued, reasonably
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necessary medical treatment for claimant’s right knee injury.

This Aw ard shall bear interest at the legal rate until paid.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

                                                               
DAVID GREENBAUM                              
Chief Administrat ive Law  Judge             


